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or the Scripture. His mind travelled to another meaning which
the Word of God, in a non-technical sense, could obviously bear,
the Word actually and directly spoken by God to men; the con-
fusion is assisted by the fact that the examples of this that he has
in mind are described in the Scripture. The confusion, which had
occurred in this way in the von der Klarheit und Gewissheit usw^
recurred in his mind when he was writing the Exposition of
Article i.
The second suggestion1 is that the confusion was partly due also
to an idea which Zwingli very probably held, although he no-
where states it explicitly: ttxatjhe^Bible is not simply the record of
God's dealings with and words to the Jews, the early Christians,
^an3^manEih3"in "general, but also the means by whicL_He speaks
directly and personally to^ the Condition of every individual,who
wishes Him to speak in that way. This belief underlies Augustine's
account of his conversion and is very much to the fore in the
evangelical experience of Luther: Zwingli may be said to imply it
in his account of his own conversion2 and in the passages on per-
sonal religious experience which we shall later be considering.3
If it was in his mind when he thought of the Word of God3 it is
very likely that the distinction between the Word of God to the
individual mediated by the Bible and the Word of God coming
to him directly would become blurred.
If one of these explanations, or something like it, is correct, we
are entitled to conclude that Zwingli identified the Word of God
with the Scripture; and in default of any reference to them, we
may further say that he obliterated the useful and time-honoured
distinctions between the value and purpose of the Law and the
Gospel, and between the Old Testament and the New Testament.
We can in future therefore imitate without danger Zwingli's
own custom of using the Scripture and the Word of God as
interchangeable terms.
We are now at last in a position to examine in detail what
supremacy it was that Zwingli assigned to the Word of God, or
the Bible. We JgamLlh at il^asjor^the individual the authorita-
tive source of religious truth. From the poinFof view of the tames
iHlvKzcBTFeTived and the particular conflict to which his energies
were devoted his most important further assertion on the subject
is that the Word of God is independent of the Church. In 1522
the Bishop of Constance sent, together with his Commission for
11 owe this to some comments by Mr. C. G. Stone.
2 vide p. 65, supra.                           3 vide pp. 87, 88, infra.